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The world has been abuzz with the 
newest epidemic fearfully known 
as Coronavirus/COVID -19.

Hope

 a time when rain did not fall in the country and 
it was said that the increase in homosexual 
relationships was the course. This continues to 
be a norm even with the existence of  the 
Corona virus pandemic.

I personally have witnessed a couple of  posts 
via social media, some even inciting violence 
towards the LGBTI community. It is so 
disheartening to learn that people still believe 
that anything bad or evil is associated with 
peoples sexualities. In a humourist manner, one 
Mr Sibiya mentions that we indeed are spawned 
of  evil in many peoples eyes. This indeed is a 
course for concern as such neanderthalic 
thoughts do not at all promote equality. In-fact 
they incite hate and violence.   This is a time 
when the world should come together and 
realise that sexuality has no factor in any ill that 
rises amongst the human race. 

EDITOR’S NOTESEDITOR’S NOTES

So let us unite as a queer 
community; if one is to get meds, 
why not possibly help  
them get it by providing a lift.

This month’s article is meant to give hope to 
the LGBTIQ+ populace and others, putting 
forward a message of  love and unity. Although 
the country has taken a decision of  isolation 
through lockdown, we shall not forget that this 
presents an opportunity to get closer; not 
physically but emotionally and spiritually.

This will be a time to ponder about what it 
means to be a society and what the pillars 
loving without condition really entail. The loss 
of  thousands of  lives through this epidemic 
across the world should really be a wake-up call.

                 In a humourist manner, 
one Mr Sibiya mentions that 
      we indeed are spawned of evil 
in many peoples eyes.

It has always been a norm that whenever any 
abnormally in society happens, it is always 
blamed on homosexuals. I personally remember

Stereotypes

Indeed it has had the world at a halt and has had 
everyone fearing for their lives. The panic and 
anxiety can be felt in the air with people shying 
away from anyone who dares to sneeze or 
cough.
One good thing has however come about this 
plague of  a virus; it has unified the human race. 
Stereotypes which have always become political 
topics have been forgotten and people have now 
shifted their attention to human survival.
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This month we have a special guest who is both 
a visionary and an ally to the LBTIQ+ 
community. She is one to be appearing 
constantly on the social scenes and giving her 
bright opinion towards social issues. 

So let us unite as a queer community; if  one is 
to get meds, why not possibly help them get it 
by providing a lift (bearing in mind the 
precautions issued by the Government).  Do 
remember to enjoy this read and hopefully it 
will keep you company as you journey through 
this period of  isolation. 

Guest Interview

I am a skilled writer 
and interesting 

speaker; qualities that 
have seen me excel in 
stakeholder relations.

being. I have a successful 5 years of  working 
around marketing communications including 
public relations and customer service 
management. Consecutively, I have experience 
in corporate communications which dates back 
to 2015 at Leserato events -a renowned events 
and artist management company in Swaziland, 
engaging as an intern focusing on media 
liaison, sales, advertisement and stakeholder 
engagement. My capabilities and passion for 
Corporate Communications and Stakeholder 
engagement have seen me develop relatively 
faster in the profession. I am currently working 
for a lot of  public brands as a freelancer. I am a 
skilled writer and interesting speaker; qualities 
that have seen me excel in stakeholder relations. 
I am now the marketing and events manager at 
the Xchange lounge and Shisanyama.

We know you're quite popular on social media; is 
social advocacy the driving force or merely just you 
whiling away time? 

In all honesty, being on social media has 
boosted my career in a lot of  ways. At first it 
was because of  my work and how to propel my 
career, but now it has become more than that. 
Speaking about relevant issues has made me 
notice that I have a role to play in society. Some 
people fear putting down their thoughts and 
voices. I believe through my posts, I open up a 
platform for all to speak; speak about the issues 
they would not as they fear condemnation.

What is your take on sexual 
diversity?

Being able to express 
parts of  your sexuality 
is very important and 
should be respected, it is 
also very important to 
respect other people’s 
orientation and gender 
identity. Although more 
people are coming out as 
gay, lesbian, bisexual

She is none other than 
the gregarious and 
vivacious Bali Thwala. 
We sat down with her 
and had a very 
interesting conversation.

Give a brief  description 
about you and what you do?

Ms Balindile N Thwala 
(25) is a single mother 
and a passionate human 
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or transgender in their teenage years, very 
often people do not come out until they are 
older. Because of  this you most likely know 
people who are gay who just haven’t told you. 
They may feel that they can’t tell you because 
they fear a bad reaction. This fear is well 
founded as homophobic bullying is widespread. 
We all have a part to play in ensuring that such 
bullying is not tolerated and that everyone is 
respected.

Where do you see eSwatini in the next couple of  
years; owing to social politics and the homosexual 
agenda

LGBTI people in Eswatini regularly face 
societal discrimination and harassment since 
there is no legislation recognising LGBTIs or 
protecting the right to a non-heterosexual 
orientation. I hope the upcoming elections 
bring in young leaders who will protect 
everyone against discrimination and re visit 
our constitution.

which is aimed at engaging religous leaders, 
providing a platform for discussion and meet 
common ground. This group will serve to 
promote the non-discrimination of  the 
LGBTIQ+ individuals in the church. From 
this meeting, the Rock of  Hope foresees a 
positive outcome as this was more of  a 
discussion and not a debate.

im never quiting
Whatever life 
throws at me,
Im sure to be 
kicking 
Im just a girl who 
never stops 
dreaming,
Im just a girl who 
finds happiness in 
rainbows,

....there is no legislation 
recognising 

LGBTIs or protecting 
the right to a non-heterosexual 

orientation....

What we Got up to 

POEM

Fezi Dlamini- Poet

I AM ME

The Rock of Hope Eswatini - The Home of Eswatini Pride

For many years people have been of  the 
sentiment that being LGBTIQ+ is a choice. 
Question is, is being LGBTIQ+ a choice? If  it 
is a choice why haven't people who identity as 
LGBTIQ+ converted to being heterosexual 
because of  the day to day discrimination and 
violence they face based on their sexual 
orientation and gender identity. LGBTIQ+ 
people have been and continue to be isolated at 
school, in the society and in church because of  
the belief  that they are demonic, unnatural or 
not normal people. This month The Rock of  
Hope had a meeting with religious leaders 
through the Umgijimi project  

Our generation is free
For our forefathers paid a fee
They lost their lives fighting for our 
freedom 
Why is the youth abusing that freedom
Why should we be killed in the name of 
spreading evil? 
Why should we be raped for what our 
hearts desires?
Why should we be insulted for who we are?
Truth is come what may 
My sexuality won't change
I am a girl and i love other girls
Yes i said it i am a Lesbian and im proud 
of it

I am free to follow my dreams
I am free to be who i want to be
I can never be who you want me to be
I'll forever stand , 
raising the rainbow flag up high



The lockdown should not down your mood, in-fact it should be the 
opportunity to unwind and be a time of self-care. Nothing can help with 
self-care than sitting down comfortably and watching a few movies. Here 
is a list of our favourite LGBTI movies to help you get through this period. 

So, butter up that popcorn, close the blinds and have a blast.

LOCKDOWN
movie package

Elisa & Marcel (2019)

Elisa & Marcela is a 2019 
Spanish biographical 
romantic drama film 

directed by Isabel Coixet. It 
stares 

Natalia de Molina and Greta Fernández, 
telling the story of Elisa Sánchez Loriga and 
Marcela Gracia Ibeas, two women who 
passed as a heterosexual couple in order to 
marry in 1901 at Church of Saint George in 
A Coruña becoming the first same-sex 
matrimony recorded in Spain. 

Grinszpan) and Pedro (Luis Sodá) to return 
the creature to where it was originally 
found. A treat to watch. 

I know this is a throwback but we could 
not resist. This movie is sure to remind you 
the essence of love and especially Queer 
Love in the African space. The movie, 
which has now been banned in Kenya, 
follows Kena and Ziki who, despite the 
political rivalry between their families, 
resist and remain close friends, supporting 
each other to pursue their dreams in a 
conservative society. When love blossoms 
between them, the two girls are forced to 
choose between happiness and safety.

From Zero to I Love You (2019)

The Rock of Hope Eswatini - The Home of Eswatini Pride

Rafiki (2018)

If you love a mix of Sci-fi and a bit of extra- 
terrestrial life, this movie is definitely for you. 
Internationally co-produced science and 
directed by Argentine filmmaker Santiago 
Loza. The film centres on Tania (Romina 
Escobar), a young transgender woman 
mourning the recent death of her 
grandmother, who discovers that her 
grandmother was taking care of an 
extraterrestrial alien and embarks on a quest 
with her longtime friends Daniela (Paula 

Brief Story from the 
              Green Planet (2019)

From Zero to I Love You is an American 
romantic comedy-drama film, directed by 
Doug Spearman and released in 2019. The 
film stars Darryl Stephens as Pete Logsdon, 
a gay man whose fear of intimacy has led 
him to continually fall for married men, 
and Scott Bailey as Jack Dickinson, a 
closeted married gay man who becomes 
Pete's newest love interest and forces both 
men to confront what they really want in 
their romantic lives.


